English 12 B Course Syllabus

Mrs. Haines
Course Description:

This English class will be focused on preparing students for the types of writing and literature that they will encounter in college.  The goal of the class is to develop students who are able to produce quality papers by enhancing their writing abilities in the areas of content, organization, style, and grammar/mechanics.  In the areas of literature, students will be able to comprehend difficult pieces by demonstrating their understanding of literary devices being used by the author and extracting themes from various works. 
Texts:
Of Mice and Men by John Steinbeck (+ Various corresponding speaking/writing activities)

Tuesdays with Morrie by Mitch Albom (+ Various corresponding speaking/writing activities)

Project:
All seniors will complete a senior service project.  Please refer to the more extensive handout for this mandatory project.

Materials:  (These materials need to be brought to class everyday.)

· Pen (Blue/Black) or Pencil (writing assignments with other items are unacceptable)
· English folder or binder

· Paper

Class Rules:

1. Be in your assigned seat and quiet when the bell rings.  Any student who is not in his/her assigned seat will receive a tardy.

2. Respect property and the rights of others. 

·  Do not destroy or deface desks, walls, or books.

· Respect everyone’s opinion and LISTEN attentively.

3.  Actively participate in all classroom activities.

4. No eating or drinking (except water) in class.

5. Conduct yourself responsibly at all times.  Committing any of the seven deadly sins in my classroom will receive detentions or further disciplinary action.

The Seven Deadly Classroom Sins

1. Using inappropriate language

2. Throwing objects

3. Running/Horseplay
4. Yelling (raising your voice to the point of disruption)

5. Excessive/Disruptive talking (students will receive one warning, and then they will receive a detention)

6. Talking when the teacher is lecturing to the class.
7. Standing by the door before the bell rings

Course Policies
A.  Attendance/Absences/Make-Up Work

1.  Your presence in class is essential.  If you MUST miss a class due to illness or other circumstances beyond your control, it is YOUR RESPONSIBILITY to find out which assignments you missed, to get the handouts, and to borrow the class notes for the day(s) you missed.  

2.  Students must bring their assignment to class on the day that it is due or it is late.  You may retrieve an assignment if it is in your locker, but it will cost you a tardy.
3.  All late assignments will be marked down by 50%.  You will have a week to turn in a late assignment.  After a week has passed, you will receive a zero for the assignment.  There will be no extra credit in this class, so you must keep up with your work.  No-name papers will be reduced by 25%.
B.  Plagiarism/Cheating

1.  Please do not lower yourself in my eyes or, more importantly, in your own, by cheating or being dishonest in any way.  I begin the year with complete faith and trust in each of you and I would like to feel the same at the end of the year as well.

2.  There are times when you will be allowed to work in groups and share answers in this class – this is called cooperative learning or brainstorming.  When you sit down to complete an individual assignment, however, you do so as an INDIVIDUAL.  NEVER give a completed assignment or share answers with another student when completing an assignment individually.  If you have a question, ask me and I will be more than happy to help.
3.  Cheating will result in a zero for all parties involved.  Your parents will be notified as well as the office.  All plagiarized papers will also be a zero.

C.  Classroom Participation and Behavior
1.  Students will be expected to actively participate in class on a daily basis.  Active participation includes class writings, preparation for class, attendance, participation in group work, conduct. 
2.  No student will be a distraction to learning in my classroom – and the biggest distraction is excessive talking or talking at inappropriate times.  No student will talk or become a distraction when I am in front of the class or another student is giving a report, speech, or participating in a classroom discussion.  Students will be given a “warning” if they are talking at inappropriate times.  If this behavior persists, they will receive a detention.  
3.  Your participation will be recorded on the computer.  All students begin the marking period with 120 points for their participation grade.  The following actions will result in the deduction of points from a student’s participation grade.


(1-5pts)
lack of preparation, lack of participation in class, student is off 




task, disruptive behavior


(6-10pts)
repetitive disruptive behavior, uncooperative behavior


(10 or more)
extremely disruptive behavior, disrespect towards others

4.  For most students, the participation grade is a reward for expected behavior and will usually boost the scores of students whose grades are on the borderline between receiving two grades.  Do not let your attitude and behavior determine your grade in this class.  There will be no extra credit in this class; your participation grade will be the only thing that will raise or lower your academic score.
Grade Weighting:
Daily Work/Classwork


20%

Participation




10%

Tests





35%

Writing 




35%


Trimester Grade = 80% Class Grade + 20% Exam

Please keep the above syllabus for your reference, but cut off the bottom portion to return to Mrs. Haines for homework points.

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

Student Signature: _____________________________________________________________
Parent/Guardian Signature:______________________________________________________
Parent Email:  _________________________________________________________________

Parent Phone: _________________________________________________________________
Any additional information Mrs. Haines should be aware of to better assist your child…

